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Great ± I'll Be There!  Now How Do I Buy Tickets?

Online:  The easiest way to buy tickets is go to our website at www.
womens! lmfest.com

Ticket Master:  http://www.ticketmaster.com/Wi" -2009-tickets/art-
ist/1292625

By Phone:   305.653.9700 ± Monday through Friday 9:30.am. to 6.p.m. 
and Saturdays, 10:00am to 4:00 p.m.
 
Group Sales:  If you have a group of 10+ we have a special rate of 
20% discount. 

Ticket Prices:
General Admission      $10.00  
WIFF Members       $  8.00
Seniors (with valid i.d. at the door)     $  8.00
Students (with valid i.d.at the door)    $  8.00
Opening Night Film       $25.00 
Opening Night Film, and VIP  Party     $50.00
Opening Night Film, Students and Seniors # price    $12.00
Film Beach Pajama Party ªIncludes 2 free drinksº   $25.00
WIFF Festival Pass                    $100.00
(Buy Festival Pass  and receive a free WIFF Betty Boop T-shirt)    
 

No refunds or exchanges.  Programs and times are subject to change                
without notice.

Women's International Film & Arts Festival
2911 Grand Avenue, Suite 3A, Miami, Fl 33133

The Women's International Film & Arts Festival is a Florida 501 (c) (3)                      
non pro! t corporation.

Copyright* Women's International Film & Arts Festival (WIFF) 2009.  WIFF 
reserves the right to make changes at any time without notice or obligation.  
Opinions presented in ! lms, or by directors/producers are solely those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WIFF.  WIFF will not 
accept any liability, nor the consequences of any action taken on the basis of 
the information provided. 

www.womensf i lmfest.com
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Welcome.
The Women's International Film Festival (WIFF), a" ects change,  promotes 
the dreams, visions and voices of women globally, and has grown into 
one of the premiere ! lm festivals by, for and about women in the world.  
WIFF empowers women independent ! lm makers who represent only 5 
percent of the industry. 

We invite you to take a journey around the world and experience                           
a line-up of features, animations, documentaries and shorts from 15 
countries spanning ! ve continents.  Spain, China, India, Africa, Peru, UK, 
Israel, Italy, United Arab Emirates, USA, Canada and more are represented.  
There is something for everyone; 
  

The new theme for 2009 - is Film; Fashion; Fabulous;  Here the ! lm festival 
is promoting a unique twist of combining the festival with a fabulous 
lifestyle destination, the newly renovated Fontainebleau, Miami Beach.  
WIFF's ªGirlfriends Getawayº package includes three days and two nights 
of spa, ! ne dining, shopping, night life and the ! rst time ever ! lm Beach 
Pajama Party (tickets are going fast).

Also don't miss our 6pm ªWIFF Happy Hourº program at the Colony Theater.  
Come straight after work, bring a friend and unwind while you support 
women artists with ! lm, a free glass of wine and great networking.

Please join WIFF membership, ! lm and media students, ! lmmakers, 
actors, technicians and women looking for new careers for 10 days of 
! lms, workshops, panel discussions, parties and all the fun that South 
Florida has to o" er.  
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About the Cover 
The images of women in ! lm directly a" ect how women are perceived, valued and 
treated in society.  Betty Boop, the animated character developed in the 1930's 
produced by Max Fleischer and released by Paramount Pictures, is the symbol of the 
evolution of woman in media ! rst as a sex symbol, and later as the spirit of classic 
beauty, glamour and independence recognized the world over. This character has 
experienced the full gamut of some of the most poignant issues a" ecting the reel 
American woman's life - from single parent, to domestic violence, sexual harassment 
in the workplace to running for president. 

A percentage of the WIFF proceeds will go to the Women's Media, Film and Communications Alliance 
established for international networking, educational scholarships, and funding resources for women's 
empowerment.  These funds will bene" t our Reel Girls/Real Women Media Literacy Program and the vision 
of a Women's Film, Media and Communications Institute. 
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Join Women's International Film & Arts Festival 
Opening Weekend for our 2009

Red Carpet Opening Night Celebration
with The East Coast Premiere of  Summit Film's

ªThe Brothers Bloomº 

starring Academy Award Winners

Rachel Weisz and Adrien Brody.

Opening Weekend Events

Karu & Y's Buddha Gardens

it's a Film Beach
Pajama Party

Sip wine, relax in chaise lounges in your fashionable silk                
pajamas (optional) and enjoy live music, followed by the best        

WIFF short ! lms for 2009.

Saturday, February 28, 2009 

 7:30pm till 1:30 am ± live jazz followed by great movies
(free wine, hors d'oeuvres and popcorn till 11:30 pm) 

 
Buy your tickets now!

www.womens! lmfest.com

$25.00

For the First Time Ever ±

A Beach Pajama Party at the 
Fontainebleau Miami Beach"

ªThe Brothers Bloomº 

starring Academy Awaarrd Winners

Raacchheell Weiissz and Addrrrienn BBrrooddy.

See the stars on the red carpet and join in a great organization 
that supports women artists around the world;

Friday, February 27, 2009 at 8pm
Gusman Center For The Performing Arts,

 174 East Flagler St., Miami

The celebration continues into the night at the o<  cial
WIFF Red Carpet VIP Celebrity
 ªunder the starsº After Party

at the exotic Buddha Gardens at  Karu & Y



All Night Shorts - 

La Ritrata
Director: Elisabetta Bernardini
Italy, 18 minutes · 9:00 pm
East Coast Premiere  
Rosa is thirteen. She has two younger brothers. 
At the time of the story her parents are away. 
She has a daily chore her mother gave her and 
that everybody knows about, expecially her 
grandparents, to whom she and her brothers 
have been left.  Rosa has a big love that she has to 
protect at any cost, and she is the only one to know 
about it. It is a love that is special and dangerous. 
Rosa races through the ! elds every day to reach 
and stay with her love, even if only for a few ours. 
His survival depends on her. But someone has 
been spying on her. World War II is around them 
and in the rest of the world.

Fountainbleau

A Soft Place
Directed by Suzzane Guacci
USA, 10 minutes · 9:20 pm
 Two women conspire in a laundromat after ! nding 
themselves in a sticky situation.

Fountainbleau

La Aventura de Rosa
Directed by Angela  Armero
Spain, 13 minutes · 9:45pm 
North American Premiere
By chance, a young girl named Rosa ! nds a book 
and discovers she's the main character in a story 
which will lead her to make choices about her          
own life.

Fountainbleau

Nollaig Shona
Directed by Orla Murphy
Ireland, 14 minutes · 10:30pm
Bittersweet quirky comedy about getting dumped 
and getting over it. This Christmas, man's best 
friends are a garbage disposer, a mongrel and a 
musical ! r tree. A ! lm for anyone who's ever had 
a crappy Christmas, or just been dumped and not 
seen it coming.

Fountainbleau

Compact Only
Directed by Pamela Green
USA, 15 min · 11:30pm 
World Premiere
Al's favorite Hawaiian food restaurant has stopped 
delivery in his area. With only one street separating 
him from his Chicken Katsu passion, Al has to think 
outside the box. He has the food delivered to his 
car in a trendy supermarket parking lot. But this 
will be no ordinarily meal, as Al experiences a 
world that makes the drama of an African watering 
hole look tame.

Fountainbleau

The Deed
Director:  Dana Bower 
USA, 7 min ·  11:30pm 
World Premiere
Chelsea has always marched to the beat of her own 
drummer. She lives in a world where it seems as if 
everyone else is on the fast track to landing the cover 
of Maxim Magazine. Who cares if she is still a virgin...
right?   Everything she has ever known changes 
when the new guy walks into study hall one day. 
Join Chelsea in this hilarious comedy as she tries 
to land the man of her dreams. Good thing she has 
the help of her ̀  best friend ̀  Veronica to guide her.

Fontainebleau

Un Cuore Dentro Al Mare
Director: Claudia La Bianca
USA/Italy, 19minutes · 11:30pm
World Premiere
Vince lives In a little ! shing village in Sicily, Italy. 
He is a simple man who works as a ! sherman, 
but Vince is also a talented artist.  His childhood

A Summer Rain
Director: Ela Thier
USA, 17 minutes · 9:45 pm
North American Premiere
When an 11-year-old Israeli girl immigrates to the 
US, she expresses her humorous and innocent 
interpretations of American culture in the letters 
she writes back home to her best friend. As she 
navigates culture shock, homesickness, and the 
beginnings of puberty, she ! nds solace with a 
Vietnamese girl who shares in her experience.

Fountainbleau

Film Program
February 28 - Saturday

sweetheart, Stephania, is now attending university. 
Vince is a con= icted young man. The loves of his 
life are all diverging. Stephania wants more than 
a simple ! sherman. His love of art makes him an 
outcast among the ! shermen. Vince has to choose 
between the girl, the art and the sea.

Fountainbleau

www.womensf i lmfest.com
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Liminal
Directed by Stephen Keep Mills
USA, 14 minutes · 10:30pm
East Coast Premiere
INA and JOY are naked and locked in a battle of 
elimination. INA must reverse the power to survive. 
Are they lovers or is JOY the ªkiller-withinº?

Fontainebleau

Dandelion Dharma
Director:  Veronica DiPippo 
USA, 26 minutes · 10:30pm
 World Premiere
A distraught 20-something, stands brokenhearted 
and sobbing in the community garden she once  
shared with her ! anc>.   Suddenly, she is interrupted 
by: A feisty former WWII ! ghter pilot@  a  70-something 
Hispanic beauty, former owner of a whorehouse in 
Guadalajara, and a hip reefer-smoking ex-dancer. 
As the women share personal stories of failed 
romance¼ along with laced brownies and shots of 
vodka¼. Trudy begins to fall under their spell. 

Fountainbleau



All Night Shorts - 

Growing Up Vegas
Director: Amber Beard
USA, 20 minutes · 12:30am
Taylor, an isolated, withdrawn tomboy hangs out 
at the casino where her single mom works as a 
cocktail waitress. There Taylor meets a lovable 
washed-up Elvis Impersonator who takes her 
under his wing, o" ering to tutor Taylor in math. 
As their relationship progresses, Taylor develops 
an unhealthy infatuation with Tony. But what are 
Tony's true intentions? Is he using Taylor to get to 
her mom, whom he is secretly smitten with?

Fountainbleau

Made By Maggie
Director: Jennie Kong
United Kingdom, 15 minutes · 1:30pm
World Premiere
A bored librarian inspires fairytales for the visitors 
to escape from her humdrum and mundane 
existence.  When a stranger visits, the librarian 
risks her perfect magical world without loss and 
abandonment for the chance of a new adventure 
with him.

Fountainbleau

Flying Lessons
Directed by Janet Grillo
USA, 14 minutes · 1: 15pm 
World Premiere
Struggling to raise an adolescent boy with 
Autism, Jeanne realizes that her love alone cannot 
sustain them, until his does. Starring ªDesperate 
Housewivesº Catherine Mayfair.

Byron Carlyle

Lucky Charm
Directed by Heather Ostrove
USA, 10 minutes · 1:15pm 
East Coast Premiere
What would you do if anything were possible? 
Colin is an average kind of guy. Everyday he takes 
the metro train to the jewelry store where he 
works. One day he crosses paths with a mysterious 
silver dollar. Soon after unlocking its secrets Colin 
must decide how to use his new found power.

Fountainbleau

Supermarket Musical Massacre: 
The Feel-Good Homicide of the 
Century!º
Director: Chris Pahlow, Maia Tarrell, 
Stephanie Brotchie
Australia, 7min · 1:00pm
North American Premiere
A seemingly typical housewife embarks on a 
trip to the local supermarket. Once inside, she is 
confronted with the same scene she faces every 
day: endless queues of judgmental neighbours, 
walls of gaudy advertising, and aisles and aisles 
of products she doesn't need and can't a" ord. As 
her frustration grows, the cacophonous sounds of 
the supermarket build to a discordant climax, and 
eventually, she snaps. 

Fountainbleau

February 28 - Saturday

SLANTED
Directed by Andrea Lwin
USA, 6 minutes · 1:45pm
is the story a Chinese Muslim family who have 
lived in Ft. Lauderdale since the 80s.  True to their 
culture, Jinda and Nyunt Lwin share their house 
with their three grown children. The story revolves 
around 26-year-old Andrea, an aspiring actress, 
who must navigate the culturally limited world of 
Ft. Lauderdale's acting community in the hopes of 
catching her ªbig breakº so she can ! nally move 
to Hollywood and free herself from her meddling 
immigrant parents.

Fountainbleau

North American Cinema - 

Secrets to Love
Directed by Tracie Donohue
 USA/Documentary, 63 minutes · 12:00pm
For some people, marriage brings a cold dose 
of reality.  In this ! lm, the Director searches  for 
the answers to ! nding and maintaining healthy, 
happy love by asking real couples and relationship 
experts the most important questions.  With Robin 
Givens

Byron Carlyle

March 1 - Sunday

TICKETS: 305.653.9700
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Are We Still The Ugly American?
Directed by Cheyenne Quintanar and 
Marco Aguilar
USA/Documentary, 68 min · 2:00pm
East Coast Premiere
Are We Still The Ugly American? Explores US covert 
operations in the Middle East over the past ! fty 
years trying to understand why anti-Americanism 
exists. Directors Marco Aguilar and Cheyenne 
Quintanar journey through Western Europe, 
Canada and parts within the US to get perspectives 
on the recent Bush administration, the war in Iraq, 
and US foreign policy. 

Byron Carlyle



www.womensf i lmfest.com

North American Cinema - 

Europe/Made in Florida - 

The Dark Horse
Directed by Cornelia Duryee Moore
USA, 110 min · 4:00 pm
World Premiere  
`The Dark Horse' is a story of struggle and 
redemption. Dana, a ballet teacher, reluctantly 
returns to her childhood home to discover that it is 
about to be sold. To save the farm, and the family, 
she must tame her mother's dangerous black 
horse, and ride him to victory in the year's biggest 
dressage competition.

Byron Carlyle

Boy/Man
Directed by Danielle Jacobs 
USA, 24 minutes · 9:20pm
East Coast Premiere 
A boy, his backpack, his bike, and his mission.A 
heartfelt, coming of age story about the journey of 
loss, friendship and hope. 

Byron Carlyle

Nine Fourteen
By Carolyn Bevacqua
USA, 19min  · 7:30pm
World Premiere  
Sharon hasn't taken her meds in just over a month. 
She receives a phone call from her oldest son saying 
he and his brother will be arriving to celebrate her 
birthday. Sharon is forced to get up and act happy 
or else Kevin will have her committed again. 
When the boys arrive they are appalled to see 
their mother in such a state. After the party,Brian 
realizes that he forgot his wallet and they head 
back. Brian enters, grabs his wallets, and calls for 
his mother but she is nowhere in sight.

Byron Carlyle

The Atlas Mountains
Directed by Chloe Zhao
USA, 10 min · 3:15pm
World Premiere
Based on author/activist Diane Lefer's short story, 
The Atlas Mountains is a ! lm about Helen Thomas, 
an unhappily married woman, while spending 
Christmas alone at home, forms a brief yet 
passionate relationship with Tarik El Bez, a quiet 
immigrant worker who comes to ! x her computer 
on a cold December night. Trapped in a small living 
room, the two loners ! nd themselves engaging in 
a gentle struggle between intimacy and privacy.

Byron Carlyle

Split Ends
Directed by Dorothy Lyman
USA, 87 minutes · 8:00pm
World Premiere
A little town in New Jersey is on the brink of 
extinction. The 19th century storefronts are being 
threatened by an international development cabal 
which is determined to remove any obstacle in its 
way.  That obstacle is Lizzie Munro who owns and 
operates a hair salon.  Lizzie's world -- including her 
business, friendships, and her already-complicated 
love life-- is turned upside down by the looming 
development project. Lizzie does battle with the 
developers as she ! ghts to save her town.

Starring: Lawton Paseka,  Robin Skye and ªThe 
Sopranosº  Vincent Pastore

Byron Carlyle

March 1 - Sunday

March 2 - Monday

Fault Lines
Director:  Kate Barker,
USA, 20 minutes · 3:30pm
World Premiere
After an argument with her boyfriend, Helen, a 
Norwegian student living in New York, discovers 
a mysterious homeless woman who doesn't speak 
English hiding out in her basement. Succumbing 
to lonliness and curiosity, she invites the homeless 
woman to stay in her apartment, which proves       
to be complicated when her boyfriend comes 
back home.

Byron Carlyle
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Balancing the Books
By Meir Sharony
USA, 103 minutes · 6:00pm 
World Premiere
ªBALANCING THE BOOKSº is a suspense drama 
about a woman who enlists the help of two 
friends to confront a traumatic experience. Julia, 
divorced and successfully self-employed, seems 
to have it all ± except the right guy in her life. Her 
friends urge her to ªget back out there.º But they 
don't yet know about Scott - a charming man with 
a secret background. When Scott's e" ect on Julia 
reaches the breaking point, she and her friends 
take matters into their own hands.

Starring:    Dina Meyer (ªSawº, ªJohnny Mnemonicº), 
Tess Harper (ªCrimes of the Heart,º No Country for 
Old Menº, Lela Rochon (ªWaiting To Exhaleº),  Lea 
Thompson (ªBack To the Future,º ªSome Kind of 
Wonderfulº) Ed Begley, Jr., Ernie Hudson and 
Vincent Spano

Byron Carlyle

La Ritrata
Director: Elisabetta Bernardini
Italy, 18 minutes · 6:00 pm
Rosa is thirteen. She has two younger brothers. 
At the time of the story her parents are away. 
She has a daily chore her mother gave her and 
that everybody knows about, expecially her 
grandparents, to whom she and her brothers 
have been left.  Rosa has a big love that she has to 
protect at any cost, and she is the only one to know 
about it. It is a love that is special and dangerous. 
Rosa races through the ! elds every day to reach 
and stay with her love, even if only for a few ours. 
His survival depends on her. But someone has 
been spying on her. World War II is around them 
and in the rest of the world.

Colony
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Europe/Made in Florida -  
March 2 - Monday

Mother, Mine
Directed by Susan Everett
United Kingdom, 16 minutes · 6:30pm
Florida Premiere  
Alison is grieving the loss of her adoptive mother. 
She tries to track down her natural mother and 
sends a videotape out as an introduction. It arrives 
at the house of Margaret, who has kept her past 
hidden from her husband.  Needing to see who 
her baby has become, Margaret agrees to meet. 
But she soon rejects Allison. Unable to deal with 
this, Alison follows Margaret home. Margaret's life 
is irrevocably changed ± and not for the better.

Colony

Lost everything
Directed by Kim St. Leon
USA, (Local/Miami ! lm), 98 minutes · 8:00pm
World Premiere
A closeted movie star in a secret, steamy a" air, 
the reporter hell-bent on outting him, a happy 
gay couple confront a televangelist protecting his 
reputation, a call girl with stars in her eyes, and a 
hitman too close to his target - all cross in a series 
of unanticipated events in this fast-paced, multi-
plotline thriller

Colony
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Made By Maggie
Director: Jennie Kong
United Kingdom, 15 minutes · 7:00pm
World Premiere
A bored librarian inspires fairytales. When a 
stranger visits, the librarian risks her  magical world 
for the chance of a new adventure with him.

Colony

Un Cuore Dentro Al Mare
Director: Claudia La Bianca
USA/Italy, 19minutes · 6:45pm
World Premiere
Vince lives In a little ! shing village in Sicily, Italy. 
He is a simple man who works as a ! sherman, 
but Vince is also a talented artist.  His childhood 
sweetheart, Stephania, is now attending university. 
Vince is a con= icted young man. The loves of his 
life are all diverging. Stephania wants more than 
a simple ! sherman. His love of art makes him an 
outcast among the ! shermen. Vince has to choose 
between the girl, the art and the sea.

Colony

Abuela
Directed by Elisa L Menendez
5 minutes · 7:15pm
USA (Miami)
An elderly woman's spirit and creativity awakens 
to face an unspoken inner con= ict between 
her traditional role in society verses a modern 
venturous role. 

Colony

Students Films - Tuesday March 3  11-2pm 

Female Ejaculation
Directed by Jane Fader
USA, 13 minutes 
Female Ejaculation: Perceptions explores 
contemporary social discourse of female 
ejaculation, as well as introduces audiences to 
the cultural history of this lesser known sexual 
response.  A variety of individuals ± men, 
women, gay, straight, black and white ± speak 
openly about their personal and mediated 
experiences with female ejaculation.

I'm not Britney
Directed by Phillip Christon
Central African Republic, France, 
3 minutes  
World Premiere
Global Beauty Ndoema stars in this visually 
dazzling and socialy de! ant ! lm boasting 
eight international leading men, ! fteen 
wardrobe changes, a host of young women 
spanning ! ve continents and a blistering send-
o"  to Hollywood's stereotypical booty girl 
syndrome.

Portrait of the Artist
Directed By Haroula Spyroulos
USA, Documentary, 12 minutes
Three women.  Three media.  Three portraits.  
A glance into the creative space, both of the 
mind and of the physical world.   A Portrait of 
the Artists o" ers a unique opportunity to see 
an d hear what inspiries the artist to create, 
and what choices are involved in personal 
expressesions.

Reverie
Directed by Paula Wood
USA , 6 minutes  
World Premiere
Little Margaret questions the reality of life as 
she re= ects on scrambled memories of her   
militant father and the tragedy that changed 
everything.

Silent Scars
Directed by Veronica Booz
USA, Documentary, 10 min 
World Premiere
Many veterans return home without physical 
wounds or scars, so it appears that they are ! ne. 
Unfortunately they are not, the emotional and 
mental damage is profound and sometimes 
goes untreated.  See the world, for one day, as 
Travis, an Iraq Veteran who su" ers from post 
traumatic stress disorder.

Tess and Nana
Directed by Lucas Joaquin
USA, 10 minutes   
World Premiere
13-year-old Tess wants nothing more than to 
escape the dilapidated house she shares with 
her in! rm grandmother, Nana@ but when Joan, 
her condo-selling mother, whisks her away 
for the day, will she choose the gleaming life 
shown to her? When the brilliance of that life 
begins to fade, Tess, for the ! rst time in her life, 
is forced to make a real decision.

The Music Lesson
Directed by Ginny Galloway
USA/Kenya, Documentary 
73 minutes  
World Premiere

Triumph in Africa,  not Tragedy.  Collaboration, 
not charity.  Abundance of Spirit, Not Poverty 
of Resources.  
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These are just a few of the student " lms being screened throughout the festival.  
For a complete list of all student " lms, check www.womens" lmfest.com

Frank Borzage
Directed by Valerie Urso
USA , 39 minutes
US Premiere

Discover for yourself a man who in= uenced 
a generation. Though he directed over 100 
! lms and collaborated with some of the most 
popular actors of his time, Frank Borzage has 
been largley forgoten.
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Warrior Queen
Director: Hezekiah Lewis
Ghana/USA, 22min · 7:30pm
World Premiere
`Warrior Queen' is an historical account of  the 
powerful, yet intimate, story of the decision African 
Queen Nana Yaa Asantewaa makes to lead her 
people to war. With the King exiled she becomes 
the protector of her homeland, the Ashanti region 
of Ghana. Fearless, she inspires her people to action 
despite their mismatch against the formidable 
British in the 1900's. Under her leadership, the 
Ashanti people prepare for the battle that will 
change the Ashanti Kingdom forever.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Engage Her
Directed By Maria Ponce
USA, 27 minutes · 8:00pm
Documentary - World Premiere
Why do the vast majority of Latina, African 
American and Asian American women in the 
U.S. fail to vote? Individuals share their personal 
histories and reasons for avoiding the political 
process, as well as their struggles and triumphs@ 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee, United Farm 
Workers co-founder Dolores Huerta, Civil rights 
activist Aileen Hernandez and internment camp 
survivor Margaret Ouye. Hear the voices of those 
busy raising families, working multiple jobs, 
and constrained by time, culture, family, history, 
language, and fear of political engagement.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

(Un)veiled
Director: Ines Hofmann Kanna
36 minutes · 8:30pm
United Arab Emirates
(un)veiled introduces ten Muslim women from 
various backgrounds who now live in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates.  Their discussion about 
hijab, the headscarf, revolves around a lecture on 
the same topic that was banned, but delivered 
anyway. In a time when Muslim women are 
represented as monolithic,  the women in (un)
veiled show the diverse, lively, argumentative 
debates in Muslim societies about the meanings of 
modernity, emancipation, and feminism. 

Cosford - Univ Of Miami
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Family Court Crisis:  
Our Children at Risk
Directed by Kathleen Russell and Rhys Ludlow
USA 42 minutes · 3:00pm
Documentary Regional Premiere
This hard-hitting, ! lm exposes the serious systemic 
breakdown of the family court system. The family 
law machine is operating as Big

Beauty Mark
Directed by: Carla Precht and Kathleen Man
USA Documentary, 75 Minutes · 5:15pm
East Coast Premiere
The moving and inspirational story of champion 
triathlete and marathon runner Diane Israel, whose 
collapse from extreme physical strain brought on 
by athletic bulimia brings her celebrated career 
to an abrupt end. Beauty Mark chronicles Diane's 
quest to understand both the personal and 
cultural forces that propelled her to seek physical 
perfection at any cost. 

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Women's Empowerment
March 3 - Tuesday

Fagbug
Directed by Erin Davies
USA Documentary, 83 minutes · 1:00pm
World Premiere
Erin's car was vandalized, left with the words ªfag 
& r u gayº, on her car. Deciding to embrace what 
happened, Erin ! lms a documentary. A 58 day 
cross country tour around the U.S & Canada in her 
car known as the Fagbug.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Game
directed by Tom Cavananagh
USA Documentary, 30 minutes · 2:30pm 
World Premiere
Refusing to give up on her dream, underdog 
Joanne Du" y hustles against men on the pickup 
courts of NYC en route to her one last shot at the 
WNBA.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Business. Court-appointed mediators, therapists, 
and evaluators are colluding to make big money 
by perpetuating con= ict between parents where 
domestic violence or child abuse is alleged, while 
medical evidence, police reports and pleadings are 
frequently ignored, and children are often placed 
in dangerous, abusive homes without protection.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Who Does She Think She is?
Directed By Pamela Tanner Boll
USA, 84 minutes · 3:45pm
Documentary, Regional Premiere
In a half-changed world, women often feel they 
need to choose. Who Does She Think She Is?, 
a documentary by Academy Award-winning 
producer Pamela Tanner Boll, features ! ve 
bold women who navigate some of the most 
problematic intersections of our time: parenting 
and creativity, partnering and independence, 
economics and art. 

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

Liminal
Directed by Stephen Keep Mills
USA, 14 minutes · 10:00pm
East Coast Premiere
INA and JOY are naked and locked in a battle of 
elimination. INA must reverse the power to survive. 
Are they lovers or is JOY the ªkiller-withinº?

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

The Shape of Water
Directed by Khum Khum Bhavnani
USA/Senegal, Brazil, India · 9:00pm
The Shape of Water is a feature documentary 
that tells the stories of powerful, imaginative and 
visionary women confronting the destructive 
development of the Third World with new cultures 
and a passion for change. The ! lm takes us to 
Senegal, Israel/Palestine, Brazil, and India.

Cosford - Univ Of Miami

6:30 pm - Women's 
Empowerment Reception 

hosted by the Women's & Gender 
Studies Program, Univ of Miami



TICKETS: 305.653.9700

Asia
March 5 - Thursday

La Aventura de Rosa
Directed by Angela  Armero
Spain, 13 minutes · 8:15pm 
(See pg 4 for complete Synopsis)

Capacity to Transform
Directed by Mary Buckley
28 minutes · 6:00pm
USA/India Documentary - World Premiere
Capacity to Transform, o" ers a moving portrait 
of three Indian NGO leaders, Ksmama Metre, 
Mallika Sarabhai and Sheela Patel. A physician, a 
performing artist, and a sociologist guide women 
centered community networks to establish self-
reliance programs. Basic human needs such as 
housing, health care, clean water, and education 
are the agenda items@ and community women 
are ! nding exciting and empowering solutions to 
meet the challenges.

Cinema Paradiso

Milagros
Directed by Kara Sachs
USA, 24 minutes · 8:30pm
World Premiere
A young boy searches for his dead mother through 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, and through the purity of 
his heart heals an entire village.

Colony

Gearing Up
Directed by Sheetal S. Agarwal
Hong Kong, 27 minutes · 6:30pm
East Coast Premiere
The Indian Institutes of Technology (`IITs') are 
regarded as the hardest engineering school in 
the world to enter, with a success rate of 2% in 
the entrance examination. Their alumni have 
run international companies (Sun Microsystems, 
Vodafone, Citigroup etc) and can be found 
everywhere from Silicon Valley to Wall Street. 
`Gearing Up' is the story of four teenagers leading 
up to the IIT entrance examination ± considered by 
many as the most important in their lives. 

Cinema Paradiso

Noshinto  Shamporo
Directed by: Tita Portela
Peru, Spain, Documentary
48 minutes · 9:00 pm
World Premiere
ElXas, leader of an AshZninka tribe (Central 
Rainforest in Peru), decides to return to his 
birthplace in search of a medicine woman who will 
teach his daughter Shamporo all about plants and 
ceremonial rites. The journey takes them along the 
Ene river to faraway places as they follow the clues 
that will lead them to MarXa, the best medicine 
woman that ElXas knows. Finally, she arrives at the 
home of MarXa, who listens to ElXas' request. 

Colony
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Latin America
March 4 - Wednesday

Streets of Flamenco
Directed by Marisa Lloreda-Saez, Spain/USA
1 hour 39 minutes · 6:00pm
Documentary - World Premiere
After her = amenco dancer brother dies, a Chicana 
from East L.A. makes his dream her own, and 
travels to the birthplace of = amenco in the 
deepest south of Spain, to learn the real = amenco 
from the gypsies. As an outsider, she is faced with 
jealousy and betrayal and her drive to succeed is 
challenged. By following her dream, she discovers 
that = amenco is a way of life, and that to live a life 
in = amenco, is to free her deepest passion for the 
dance, the art and for life itself. 

(This " lm will be preceded by an international 
# amenco dance performance). 

Colony

Abuela
Directed by Elisa L Menendez
5 minutes · 7:45pm
USA (Miami)
An elderly woman's spirit and creativity awakens 
to face an unspoken inner con= ict between 
her traditional role in society verses a modern 
venturous role. 

Colony

El Americano
Director: Claudia Sparrow
USA, 24 minutes · 7:50pm
World Premiere
MAR a seventeen year-old Peruvian sells pirated 
American movies on the street. At night, Mar runs 
errands for TONIO, an eighty-three year-old man, 
to make extra money. She dreams of moving to 
the United States hoping for the life she has seen 
in the movies.  The AMERICAN, a blond haired, 
light- skinned American looking man, o" ers her 
a chance to escape her poverty by selling her a 
Peruvian passport with an American visa. 

Colony

Casa de Los Arabes
Director: John Maass
67 minutes ·  10:00pm
United States/Cuba
ªCasa de los Arabesº is the story of Grupo Aisha al 
Hanan, a middle-eastern dance troupe founded 
in Havana in 2003. Under the guidance of Miami-
based artist Ti" any Madera the group of Cuban 
women has found a powerful means of self-
expression through dance, just as women in 
Arab cultures have for centuries. The ! lm follows 
the members of the group as they develop into 
accomplished artists and emerge as prominent 
! gures on Havana's cultural landscape.

The ! lm has been shown at two private screenings, 
but has not been shown at a festival or aired 
anywhere.

Colony
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Africa and Its Diaspora

Critics Choice

March 8 - Sunday

March 6 - Friday

Warrior Queen
Director: Hezekiah Lewis
Ghana/USA, 22min · 6:00pm
World Premiere
`Warrior Queen' is an historical account of  the 
powerful, yet intimate, story of the decision African 
Queen Nana Yaa Asantewaa makes to lead her 
people to war. With the King exiled she becomes 
the protector of her homeland, the Ashanti region 
of Ghana. Fearless, she inspires her people to action 
despite their mismatch against the formidable 
British in the 1900's. Under her leadership, the 
Ashanti people prepare for the battle that will 
change the Ashanti Kingdom forever.

Joseph Caleb

The Power of Art/
Women's Voices in Africa
Directed by Claudine Pommier
Canada/Mali/South Africa/Burkina Faso  - 
Documentary, 51 minutes · 3:00pm
World Premiere
Culture is no longer a static body of knowledge, 
values, practices and expressions shared and 
passed on by a community. It is a dynamic reality. 
ªThe Power of Art / Women's Voices in Africa º 
explores how contemporary African women 
who choose to be professional artists claim their 
position, and deal with the stereotypes associated 
with being an African and a woman

Joseph Caleb

The Mattress Hustle
By Susan Watson Turner
USA 20 min · 4:15pm
Florida Premiere
ªThe Mattress Hustleº follows a young couple's 
antics as they transition from entry level jobs to 
the careers of their dreams. Dreams do not come 
without sacri! ce and both give up their posh-high 
rent NYC apartment living for a retreat to parent's 
digs plagued with young siblings and no privacy. 
Eros ultimately rules and inspires their solution 
to `being together' but not without hilarious 
situations that involve getting to know their 
neighbors habits just a bit too well; 

Joseph Caleb

The Music Lesson
Directed by Ginny Galloway
USA/KenyDocumentary , 73 minutes ·  4:00pm
World Premiere
Triumph in Africa,  not Tragedy.  Collaboration, 
not charity.  Abundance of Spirit, Not Poverty of 
Resources.  

Joseph Caleb

2009 Women's International Film FestivalFILMS10

Artemesia
Directed by Chiang Hsiu-chiung.
Taiwan, 85 minutes · 8:00 pm
The movie follows Wu Ai-tsao who, like the plant 
that gave its name to the ! lm, has to adapt to 
its environment in order to survive. A devoted 
mother, Wu tries to strike a balance between her 
conservative upbringing and her children raised in 
a fast-changing society. 

Cinema Paradiso

Forgive
Directed by Manjinder Virk
United Kingdom 14 minutes · 9:15pm
World Premiere
Not everything can be forgiven but some things 
can be forgotten. Forgive tells the heartbreaking 
story of a father and a son. Two conversations,    
! ve years apart, alter their paths for the rest of 
their lives.

Cinema Paradiso

Iris Chang, The Rape of Nanking
Directed by Bill Spahic
Canada, 96 minutes · 10:00pm 
Regional Premiere
Iris Chang: The Rape Of Nanking is a feature 
documentary bout a young Chinese-American 
author's journey into the darkest reaches of 
humanity as she researched and wrote her best

selling book ÁThe Rape of Nanking?. Iris Chang's 
harrowing experience and dogged determination 
uncovers in graphic detail the forgotten holocaust 
of World War II when almost 300,000 Chinese 
women, children and soldiers were in a matter 
of weeks systematically raped, tortured and 
murdered by the invading Japanese forces.

Cinema Paradiso

In Search Of The Bene Israel
Producer and Director: Sadia Shepard 
38 minutes ·  7:00pm
Regional Premiere/Florida Premiere
When ! lmmaker and author Sadia Shepard's 
Jewish Indian grandmother married her Muslim 
grandfather and moved to Pakistan, she became 
separated from the Bene Israel community of 
Bombay that she was raised in. Before Shepard's 
grandmother died, she promised her that she 
would return to her birthplace to learn about the 
way of life she had left behind. In Search of the 
Bene Israel is the story of the ! lmmaker's journey 
to reconnect with the Bene Israel, a group of less 
than 5000 who believe that they were shipwrecked 
in India 2000 years ago and are in the process of a 
community-wide migration to Israel.

Cinema Paradiso

Asia
March 5 - Thursday

SLANTED
Directed by Andrea Lwin
USA, 6 minutes · 9:30 pm
(See pg 5 for complete Synopsis)

Cinema Paradiso

See which " lms won the critic's 
choice for viewing this evening 
beginning at 6pm.  Log on to                     
womens" lmfest.com for " lms 
and times.

Colony
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Grass Between My Lips
Directed by: Amardeep Kaleka 
30 Minutes · 7:00pm
USA/Ghana - World Premiere
A young girl from Ghana faces a life-altering 
decision as she enters womanhood, either she 
has to be circumcised as is the tradition of her 
people or she must = ee and make a life of her 
own. This ! lm examines the issue of female genital 
mutilation, which a" ects over one hundred million 
women a year.

Joseph Caleb

Daniel & Our Cats
Directed by Julika Kennaway
Namibia and South Africa, 88 minutes · 8:00pm
Florida Premiere
Catherine Bollon, 30, a beautiful French woman, 
married her great love, Daniel, in the midst of the 
Namibian desert and lived an idyllic life with two 
leopards and a lion. One fateful night everything 
she loved was taken away from her. Daniel was 
imprisoned, the cats taken to a secret location. 
When Daniel was released, they started a new 
life in South Africa with a little lioness, whilst still 
battling for their other cats. Then tragedy hit them 
all.  Catherine tells us her extraordinary story of 
love, loss and healing.

Joseph Caleb

Africa and Its Diaspora
March 8 - Sunday

Talkin' Water
Directed by Shannon Sonenstein
USA/Documentary 38 minutes · 6:30pm
East Coast Premiere
A ! lm about the power of a camera in a young 
woman's hands, `Talkin' Water' follows the journey 
of four teenage girls who, over the course of a 
summer, set out to make a movie about post-
Katrina New Orleans. Along the way they discover 
the importance of asking questions, the courage 
to share stories, and ultimately, the power of their 
own voices.

Joseph Caleb

G-Tri" cation
Directed by Karra Duncan
USA, 8min · 6:20pm
World Premiere
 A widow is about to lose her Brownstone in Harlem. 
Everyone is interested in the opportunity - even a 
local drug dealer. She has to choose whether to 
stick to her morals or to painfully contribute of the 
latest wave of gentri! cation in her neighborhood

Joseph Caleb

Reel Workshops 

Saturday, February 28, 2009
Fontainebleau Hotel

Made in Florida  -  8:30 ± 9:15am   
Graham Winick, The City of Miami Beach
Annie Perez,  Miami-Dade O<  ce of Film & Entertainment

Documentary Filmmaking  -  9:30-10:15am
 Billy Corben, Director of ªCocaine Cowboysº 
 Iris  Cegarra, Director of ªDarkbeatº
Michela Giorelli, Discovery Channel

It's All About Money!   Finance & Distribution  -  10:30 ± 11:15am
How To Get Your Project Funded    
Maritza Guimet, President, Florida Media Market

Getting Your Work Aired On Television - 11:30 - 12:15pm
Neal Hecker, Vice President Program Services, 
WPBT (PBS) Channel 2
Mauricio Gerson, Head of Programming MEGA TV

The Critics Choice:  12:15 - 1:00pm 
What critics look for in a movie and their role in the success of your " lm
Maria Salas, Film Critic
Dan Hudak, Film Critic

Stay and Watch a special screening of the 
short " lm ªFrank Borzageº  a forgotten " lmmaker.

Tuesday, March 3, 2009
ªLet's Do Lunchº

Women's Empowerment Series - Health & Wellness
Speakers:  Cindy Papale Hammontree, Sabrina Hernandez, 
authors of  ªThe Empty Cup Runneth Overº

Saturday, March 7, 2009

WIFF 2009 Award Banquet & Fabulous Fashion Show!
12:00-2:00 pm.

The Empty Cup Runneth Over is an easy-to-understand book, 
and personal guide that takes the reader through the world of 
breast cancer. You'll know what to expect, what to do, and what 
it will feel like from someone who's been there herself author 
Cindy Papale

Cindy Papale Hammontree

Sabrina Hernandez

Motherland
Directed by Jennifer Steinman
USA/Documentary, 84 minutes · 10:00pm
East Coast Premiere
Six diverse women, each grieving the loss of a 
child, embark on a volunteer trip to South Africa 
in order to test the theory that `giving is healing.' 
Ultimately, each woman ! nds hope and healing in 
a culture that deals with mourning very di" erently 
than in America, and in the company of others 
who truly understand her experience.

Joseph Caleb
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Gusman Center for the 
Performing Arts
174 East Flagler Street
Miami, Fl 33131
305-372-0925

AMC Cocowalk
3015 Grand Ave Coconut Grove, 
FL 33133 (305) 466-0450

Fontainebleau Hotel
4441 Collins Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33140
305-538-2000

Joseph Caleb Auditorium
5400 NW 22nd Avenue
Miami, 33142
(305) 636-2350

Cinema Paradiso
503 SE 6th St Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33301 (954) 
525-3456

Colony Theater
1040 Lincoln Road
Miami Beach, 33139
305-674-1040

Bill Cosford Cinema
University of Miami
Second Floor, Memorial Building
Campo Sano Drive
Coral Gables, FL  33146
305-284-4861

Byron Carlyle Theater
500 71st Street
Miami Beach,  33140
305-867-4194

Venues

On behalf of the Women's International Film and Arts Festival Board of Directors, 
sta" , and special supporters, 

We Thank the Following Sponsors:

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, 
Department of State

With the Support of the City of Coral Gables


